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Wilms Cancer Foundation Contributes to Landmark WHO Global Status Report on 
Cancer 2026 
 
Foundation Invited by the World Health Organization to Provide Expert Review of Major Global Cancer 
Report 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – July 8, 2026 – The Wilms Cancer Foundation (WCF) is proud to announce its 
contribution to the World Health Organization's (WHO) Global Status Report on Cancer 2026: The Future 
We Choose Together, one of the most significant international publications shaping the future direction of global 
cancer prevention, treatment, survivorship, and health policy. The report was developed by the World Health 
Organization and the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC).  
 
As part of the report's international expert review process, TJ Hodgkinson, Founder and Executive Director of 
the Wilms Cancer Foundation, was invited by the World Health Organization to contribute as an external expert 
reviewer, joining leading oncologists, researchers, healthcare professionals, patient advocates, and 
representatives from major international cancer organizations. The Foundation is acknowledged within the report 
for its contribution to the review process.  
 
The invitation reflects the Foundation's growing role within the international childhood cancer community and its 
ongoing commitment to supporting evidence-based global initiatives that improve outcomes for children affected 
by cancer. 
 

 

 
A Defining Report for Global Cancer Control 
 
The Global Status Report on Cancer 2026 provides the most comprehensive assessment of cancer control 
ever produced by the World Health Organization, examining every stage of the cancer continuum—from 
prevention and early diagnosis through treatment, survivorship, palliative care, health system performance, 
research, financing, and public policy. 
 
The report concludes that cancer is becoming an increasingly urgent global health challenge, with 20.6 million 
new cancer diagnoses recorded worldwide in 2024 and annual diagnoses projected to rise to 35 million by 
2050 if current trends continue. It also highlights the profound inequalities in access to diagnosis, treatment, and 
survivorship care between high-income and low- and middle-income countries.  
Importantly, the report emphasizes that the future of cancer control depends not only on scientific innovation but 
also on stronger international collaboration, implementation of proven interventions, equitable access to care, and 
meaningful involvement of people with lived experience in decision-making.  
 

 

 
Supporting the WHO Vision 
 
The Wilms Cancer Foundation's contribution to the report reflects its wider partnership with the World Health 
Organization in support of the Global Initiative for Childhood Cancer (GICC). 
 
Over the past year, the Foundation has significantly expanded its international programme of work through the 
development of: 
 

• Global Wilms Tumor Initiative™ (GWTI) – promoting global awareness, collaboration, education, and 
advocacy.  
 

• Wilms Tumor Knowledge Index™ (WTKI) – one of the world's most comprehensive educational 
resources dedicated exclusively to Wilms tumor.  
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• Wilms Tumor WebApp – providing free, multilingual access to evidence-based educational resources 

across multiple countries and devices.  
 

• Wilms Tumor AI (WTAi) – an artificial intelligence-powered support service helping families and 
healthcare professionals rapidly access trusted guidance.  

 

• A growing library of multilingual educational literature supporting the WHO's Global Initiative for 
Childhood Cancer and improving awareness, diagnosis, treatment, survivorship, and long-term care.  

 
Together, these initiatives support children, families, healthcare professionals, researchers, governments, 
educators, and patient organizations working to improve childhood cancer outcomes around the world. 
 

 

 
Contributing to International Policy 
 
The Foundation believes that improving outcomes for children with Wilms tumor requires more than supporting 
individual families - it requires active participation in shaping the international policies, educational programmes, 
and collaborative frameworks that influence cancer care globally. 
 
The WHO report identifies stronger implementation, improved health system capacity, equitable access to 
diagnosis and treatment, better survivorship care, and international collaboration as critical priorities for the 
coming decade. These themes closely align with the Wilms Cancer Foundation's strategic mission and its 
expanding programme of work across South America, Sub-Saharan Africa, the Middle East, and other priority 
regions.  
 

 

 
A Recognition of Growing International Leadership 
 
TJ Hodgkinson, Founder and Executive Director of the Wilms Cancer Foundation, said: "It was a tremendous 
honour to be invited by the World Health Organization to contribute to the review of such an important publication. 
The Global Status Report on Cancer 2026 provides an ambitious roadmap for improving cancer outcomes 
worldwide and reinforces the importance of international collaboration, equitable access to care, and stronger 
healthcare systems. The Wilms Cancer Foundation is proud to support this vision through our partnership with the 
World Health Organization, our work under the Global Initiative for Childhood Cancer, and our growing 
programme of international education, innovation, and collaboration. We remain committed to ensuring that 
children affected by Wilms tumor, wherever they live, have access to better information, earlier diagnosis, 
improved treatment knowledge, and stronger survivorship support." 
 

 

 
Looking Forward 
 
The publication of the Global Status Report on Cancer 2026 represents an important milestone for the 
international cancer community and provides a roadmap for governments, healthcare providers, researchers, civil 
society organizations, and patient advocates working together to reduce the global burden of cancer. 
 
The Wilms Cancer Foundation will continue supporting the implementation of the report's priorities through its 
educational initiatives, international partnerships, healthcare professional engagement, and collaboration with 
organizations including the World Health Organization and St. Jude Children's Research Hospital. 
 
As the Foundation expands its global programme of work, it remains committed to ensuring that the latest 
evidence, educational resources, and international best practice are translated into meaningful improvements for 
children and families affected by Wilms tumor worldwide. 
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 About the Wilms Cancer Foundation 
 
The Wilms Cancer Foundation (WCF) is an international childhood cancer charity dedicated exclusively to 
improving outcomes for children affected by Wilms tumor through education, awareness, advocacy, research 
collaboration, innovation, and patient support. As an official partner supporting the World Health Organization's 
Global Initiative for Childhood Cancer (GICC), the Foundation works with hospitals, healthcare professionals, 
researchers, governments, and patient organizations worldwide to strengthen care, improve access to trusted 
information, and promote earlier diagnosis and better outcomes for children affected by Wilms tumor. 

 
 

 
Media Contacts:  
 
Wilms Cancer Foundation  
Telephone: +1 (778) 514 5000  
email: info@WilmsFoundation.org  
Website: www.WilmsFoundation.org 
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